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ADVERTISEMENT, 


T is not uſual, to receive A CONFESSION 

OF FAITH IN FORM, or deliver that 
exhortation, which is commonly calld A 
CHARGE, when the miniſter ſettled has been 
2 paſtor; let this cuſtom, therefore, be con” 
ſider'd, as the only reaſon, why neither the one, 
nor the other, appears in the following per- 
formance. 


— 


INTRODUCTORY 
DISC. O KS 


E are now; Brethren, aſſembled on a 

very important occaſion, even that, of 

ſetting apart a worthy Brother, to the 

| paſtoral office, in this Church of Chriſt ; 

and, as I have been requeſted to introduce the 
work of the day, permit me, with that view, to 
beſpeak your ſerious and candid attention; 
to a few general and leading thoughts, which 
will not, I „be found wholly unſuitable, to 
the preſent 8 after ſuggeſting which, 
I will proceed, to propoſe the queſtions, which it 
is uſual to aſk, on ſuch occaſions. 2 
The greateſt, and, to us, the moſt intereſting, 
of all the works of God, is that, of redemption; 
a work, which is evidently “ the Lord's doing, 
and, marvellous in our eyes,“ exhibiting ſo 
bright and illuſtrious a diſplay of the divine per- 
fections, in full and glorious harmony, as is no 


* Pfal. exviii. 28. 


B where 


where elſe to be met with. And, as it iS A work. 
which, in a peculiar manner, invites and demands 
our attention, ſo, according to the regard which 
we pay to it, will be our character, and ſtate 
for ever; cither, highly becoming, and incon- 
ceivably happy, or horridly baſe, and inexpreſ- 
ſibly wretched, | 8 
- Now, in this, which is the nobleſt of all the 
divine works, the three ſacred perſons of the ador- 
able Godhead, have a diſtinct, neceſſary, and 
important concern; accordingly, the different 
characters, which they ſuſtain, and, the various 
parts, which they act herein, it becomes us, to take 
ſpecial notice of, and, contemplate, with wonder 


i | 
e firſt parents of the human race, were cre- 
ated ** in the image, and after the likeneſs of 
Jod, t their maker; and, how vaſt an honour 
and felicity was this! But, alas! by their baſe 
and aggravated apoſtacy from him, to whom they 
ſtood indebted for theit all, and, whom they were 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations, perfectly to love, 
and, perpetually to obey, they forfeited, and, loſt 
this their original dignity, and happineſs; ſo 
ſinking themſelves, and, together with them- 
ſelves, their whole poſterity, into awful depths 
of guilt, pollution, and miſery; out of which, 
nothing but divine grace, and almighty power, 
could ever have poſſibly recover'd them, | 
This horrid and ruinous apoſtacy of man, 
God, the Father, from all eternity, foreſaw.; and, 
though, in the proſpect of it, he might juſtly have 
determin'd, to reject the whole human race, and, 
leave them to periſh for ever in their fins, as he 


+ Gen. i. 26, 
did 
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did ©.the angels, Ker kept not their firſt 
* eſtate; 4” yet, in the. midſt py deſerved judge- 
Mx remember'd, and 3 undeſerved 
and moſt. aſtaniſhing.mercy : for, in order to ma- 
nifeſt and 5 play The cceeding riches of his 
free and ſovereign. grace, be pitied mankind fin- 
ners, in this their Io eſtate, and, made choice of 
a certain number of them, to be veſſels of 158. 
c, whom be ordain'd to ſalvation, and, 
whoſe names he ſet dawn in his book of life. 
That, theſe, the beloved and choſen of the Fa- 
ther, might be ſay d, in a way, conſiſtent with 
his hongur, and juſtice, and, the ſacred rights of 
his immutable government, a propoſal was made 
to God, the Son, that, he ſhould become their 
cvenant head, ſurety, and redeemer. This pro- 
.peſal, the ſon of God, full of grace;|” and, 
the moſt perfect pattern of filial obedience, 
readily pred. to, and, in order to accompliſh 
the grand and godlike deſign in view, when 
the fullneſs of time was come,“ he < was 
*© made fleſh, +" appear'd in out world, hum- 
bled himſelf in the moſt aſtoniſhing manner, and, 
by his perfect obedience, and, bloody ſufferings; 
** obtain'd” complete and * eternal redemp- 
cc tion. 1+ 9 ©” ; ; 
That, the perſons, for whom this redemption 
was purchas'd, might be actual partakers of it, 
God, the Spirit, as © the ſpirit of“ all grace ij 
engag'd to apply-it to them; .and, this, which he 
undertook, he now, by his divine and efficacious 
operations, accompliſhes, in all the choſen, whom, 
in their ſeveral ſucceſſive generations, he quick- 


t Jud. v. 6. § Roni. ix. 23. || John i. 14. Gal. iv. 4- 
+ John i. 14. 4+ Heb: ix. 12. |} Heb. x. 29. 


B 2 | ens, 


(4) 
ens, enlightens, unites to Chriſt, renews and 
ſanctifies, and trains up in a meetneſs for eternal 
ary. © * Io 
Baut, the holy ſpirit, in thus applying the re- 
demption purchas'd by Chriſt, is pleas d, as the 
God of order, to work by fuitable external means 
and inſtitutions; and the principal mean, which he 
makes uſe of, to this end, is the goſpel miniſtry ; 
a mean, which, though weak in itſelf, is render'd 
mighty, through him, for the converſion of fin- 
ners, and edification of faints. | 
The perſons, employ'd in this miniftry, are, 
hot the angels of heaven, who doubtleſs would 
have eſteem'd'it, a great honour, and happineſs, 
to have been engag'd in it, but, men here upon 
earth, creatures, of the ſame rank, nature, and 
paſſions, with ourſelves ; the divine wiſdom * 
it meet, that, the ** treaſure” of the goſpel, ſhoul 
be put, not into veſſels of — but into 
* earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power, 
might“ more evidently appear to be,” not of 
the inſtruments, but of God.“ = 
1he goſpel miniſtry was inſtituted, by the 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, as the great head and king of 
his church, In the days of his fleſh, he appointed 
twelve of his diſciples to this office, and, inveſted 
them with power, and authority, to execute 
it; and, though while he continued with them, 
he confin'd their miniſtry, to “ the loſt 
« ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, f yer, after 
his refurreftion from the dead, he greatly 
enlarg'd their commiſſion, and order'd them, to 
* go and diſciple all the nations,” and, with a 
view, to intimate, that, their office, as preachers of 
the goſpel, was to be a ſtanding ordinance in his 


* Cor. iv. 7. + Matt. x. 6. 


church, 
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church, and, an office, in which they were to have 


ſucceſſors, in all future ages, he added, Jo 1 
am with you, alway, even unto the end of the 
« world. 1. A promiſe this, how inſtructive, and 


encouraging! It directs the miniſters of Jeſus; 


to look up to, and depend upon him, for aſſi- 
ſtance, and ſucceſs, and, aſſures them, that, he 
will, at all times, ſtand by them, and aid them, 
in their ſacred, and painful labours. Confiding 
in ſo gracious a promiſe, whom, or what, need 
we fear? and, with what chearful * ſhould 
we apply ourſelves to the duties of our office, 
yea, . in the faithful diſcharge of them, 
amidſt all diſcouragements from earth or hell? 
The goſpel miniſtry, which the Lord Jefus 
thus inſtituted, during his abode on earth, on 
his aſcenſion to heaven, he obtain'd from his 
father, the ratification of, together with a large 
variety of ſpiritual gifts, to fit, and qualify his 
ſervants for it: for, ** when he aſcended up on high, 
as he led captivity, captive, ſo he receiv*d,/and 
gave gifts unto men: and, he gave ſome, 
* apoſtles ; and ſome, prophets 5 and fome, evan- 
* geliſts; and ſome, paſtors, and teachers; for 


© the perfecting of the faints, for the work ot 
the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
« Chriſt : till we all come, in the unity of the 


faith, and of the knowledge of the ſon of God, 
e unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 


« ſtature, of the fulneſs of Chriſt. j” Ar 


The firſt complete Chriſtian church, was the 


church of Jeruſalem ; a church, which the apoſtles 


planted, and form'd, after the down-pouring of 
the ſpirit, on the glorious and ever-memorable 
day of Pentecoſt : and, in this church, during their 


} Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. [| Epheſ. iv. 8, &c. 
abode 
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abade at Jeruſalem, they were j aint paſtors ot 
elders. But, the extraordinary cammiſſion, which 
they had receiv d, as apaſtles and evangeliſts, 
* to go into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature, forbad their long, and ſtated 


continuance, in that church, and, therefore, after 
they had fet apart other elders or paſtors, to 
ſucceed them there ſ they went abroad into all 
the nations, proclaiming, wherever they came, 
the glad tid ings of the goſpel of peace. * 
When their labours, were in any place, 
crown'd with ſucceſs, they form d their con- 
verts into churches, '** and ordain'd them elders,” 
to whoſe care and inſpection in the Lord, they 
committed them: and this, which the les 
themſelves did, they impower d, and directed 
others, who were only evangeliſts, to do likewiſe. 
Thus, the Apoſtle Paul ſays, to his beloved Timo- 
thy, The things, which thou haſt heard of me, 
< among many witneſſes, the {ame commit thou 


to / faithful men, who ſhall be Ale to teach 


others alſo. ]! And, to Titus he writes thus, 
% For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that, thou 


-* ſhouldeſt ſet in order, the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city; as 


* I had appointed thee. 4+” And that, not only 


- theſe. evangeliſts, but, all the churches in every 
future age, might know, what ſort of perſons, they 
ſhould ſer apart, to the office of elders or paſtors, 


this apoſtle, in his epiſtles to Timothy, and Ti 


tus, particularly deſcribes the eſſential character, 


and neceſſary qualifications of a Chriſtian biſhop 5. 
Now, from all this, how evident is it] that, 


.- * Mar. xvi. 15. 4 See Acts xv. 23. f Adds xiv. 23. 


n ers. $ See 1 Tim. iii. 2, &e. 
and Tit. i. 6, &c. 


the 
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the office of paſtors, or elders, was deſign'd to be 
a ſtanding office in the chutehes of Chriſt, and, 
ſuch an office, it Has, in fact, proved ; for, from 
the apoſtdlic age, to this very day, there has bern 
à conſtant fucceſſon, of or elders, 
Kept up in the church, yea, and, their ſue» 
effion, will be maintain'd in it, till dhe Re- 
Heetner's ſetond coming; for, he, the great 
Head, and king of the church, lives for rver, al 
„ powet, in Heaven, and, in earth, is committed 
* utito him, “ and, having built his church 
% upon a rock” he declares, that the gates of 
* hell mall not” ſo far prevail againſt it,” as to 
put a final period to it's exiſtenee, in all the parts 
of the world, at che fame time |. . ib hon 
One generation of miniſters, as well as of com- 
mon profeſſors, paſſeth away after another; The 
e fathers where” are they? And, the prophets do 
e they live for ever“ No; the diſpenſers of the - 
goſpel, like to the prieſts: under the law, are not 
* ſuffer'd to continue, by reaſon of death. 7 

But, bleſſed be God! and, adored be the grace 
of the ever living Jeſus! as one generation of 
his minjſtering ſervants is call/d rhe ſtage, 
another is rais'd up, to fuceeed them, in their 
office, and carry on his work, in his churches, 
and thus, though “ all fleſh is as graſs, and, all 
*-the glory of man, as the flower of the graſs, the 
&* oraſs withereth, and the flower thereof fadeth 
c away,” yet © the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever, © that word, which by the goſpel” miniſtry, 

« 1s preach d unto une? + > ae 
The church of Chriſt in this place, has been 
bonour'd and bleſs'd with the ſucceſſive miniſters 


1 Matt. xxviii, 18, || Matt. l. 16. Tech- I. 5. 
+ Heb. vii. 23. § 1 Pet. i. 24,25 11 
of 
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of an Haworth 6, a Guyſe, and a Saunders; men 
eminent in their day, for their piety, and ſound- 
neſs in the faith: their memory, is deſervedly 
precious in this place; and, their “ praiſe is in 
the | goſpel, throughout all the churches. ]“ The 
laſt of theſe, the late worthy paſtor of this church, 
labour'd here, with much acceptance and ſucceſs, 
for above forty years. By his pious diſpoſition, 
and exemplary conduct, he was a burning and 
a ſhining light;*” A venerable man, of a 2 
old puritanical ſtamp. © He fought a good ght, 
he faniſh'd his courſe, he kept the faith,” and, has 
now receiv'd the promis d ** crown of righteouſ- 
** neſs.” O! may a double portion of his ſe- 
rious and evangelical ſpirit reſt on all of us who 
are left behind and, ſo far as he was a follower 
of Chriſt, may we be followers of him ! 

But, the great loſs, which the church here has 
ſuſtain'd, by the removal of this his excellent ſer- 
vant, the Lord is now, I hope, making up to 
them, in the courſe of his providence. He is this 
day, providing them, with another paſtor; a 
paſtor, I truſt, * according to his own heart; one, 
who, we are aſſur'd, expect, and doubt not, will 
preach to them the ſame great and evangelical 
doctrines, which have formerly been diſpens'd 
from this place, and maintain, and exerciſe, 
among them, the ſame church-order, and diſ- 
cipline, which has been kept up, and practis'd, 
by all their preceding paſtors. 

The great duty, and peculiar buſineſs of paſtors, 
or elders, whom Chriſt has appointed to continue 
and labour in his churches, as pointed out in the 


& See Calamy's account of the ejected miniſters. Vol. II. 
p. 360. |] 2 Cor. viii. 18. John v. 35. f 2 Tim. iv. 7, &. 
t Jer. Ul. 15. | 


_ ſcriptures, 
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foriptures, is briefly this: to lead the worſhip of 
his people, preach the word, adminiſter the ordi - 
nances of baptiſm and the lords ſupper, be'examples - 
to the flock in all holy converſation, inſpe& their - 
conduct, give them ſuitable reproof, and conſola- 
tion, and aſſiſt them in all affairs of 3 a 


and diſcipline. And when they are men of proper abi - 
lities and ſuitable furniture, have at heart, the re- 
deemers glory, the intereſts of pure religion, and 
the good of precious ſouls, and attend, with fide- 
lity, and diligence, to the diſcharge of the ſeveral 
duties of this office, they are very great bleſſings to 
the church, and ought as ſuch to be highly priaz d 

and reſpected. M21 nn 
A Church of Chrift, is a ſociety of perſons, who. 
rofeſſing the faith of the goſpel, acknowledging 
Jeſus for their only head and ſovereign, in matters 
of religion and conſcience, and entertaining a good 
hope through grace of their intereſt in him, agree to 
walk together, in all his commandments and ordi- 
nances, and, make it their ſtudy, and endeavour, to 
behave, in a proper correſpondency to their ſacred 
profeſſion, and ſolemn vows. And, every ſuch re- 
ligious ſociety, acting under the authority, and 
agreeable to the laws of Chriſt, has an undeniable 
right, to chuſe it's own officers, and, in particular, 
it's paſtors and elders, and, tranſact within itſelf, 
it's own ſpiritual concerns, without being depen- 
dant on, or accountable to, any foreign juriſdiction, 

upon earth, whether civil or clerical. 2 £7.23 
But, as all particular Churches, are diſtinct parts. 
and members of the ſame great and catholick body, 
of which Chriſt is the vital and governing lead, they 
ought, as ſuch, to hold communion one with another. 
And, as one inſtance, or branch, of this commu- 
nion, when any particular Church is deſtitute 
of, and proceeds to the choice, and, publick ſet- 
EK: tlement 


— 


| (fro) itn | 
tlement of 4 paſtof, it is very becoming, Tir 4 
Church, ſo circumſtane'd, to invite che paſtors 
and meſſengers, AM neighbouring chufehes, to be 
2 the wlemm occaſion ; that, they may” 
witneſſes of their faich und order, aff: join with ' 
and aſſiſt them, in the ſacred duties then proper to 
Nes | ' 


be attended too ; 
You, the members of chr church of Chriſt, in 

this place, judge this to be Your duty, and, have 

accordingly invited, the paſtors, and meſſengers, 


of ſeveraf neighbouring chürches, to meet together 
at this time, Wto hehöld ycur falth and order,“ 1 


in chuſingy and this day ſetting apart, our Reverend 
Brother, to the paſtoral 1 among you. And, 
now, that, the elders and meflengers, of the 
churches, here aſſembled, on this occalion, may be 
able to form, a r judgement of your faith, 
and order, in ſolemn tranſactions, permit me, 
to requeſt of you, the members of this church, to 
give me, by one of your number, ſome account of 
the ſteps, you have taken, in the choice and ſertle- 
ment, which you are this day, going to Compleat, 
and be pleaſ d at the ſame time to-avow and - 
nize your call of the Reverend Mr. Phene, ro 


the paſtoral office among you, by lifting up your 
hands. | 


| The Churcy's Arcus, 
Reverend Sir, 


T having pleaſ d God to remove, by death, our 
late worthy Paſtor, the Reverend Mr. John 
unders, of whoſe faithful labours amongſt us 
we deſire to entertain a moſt thankful remembrance ; 


during the time of our deſtitute ſtate, we convers'd 


1 Col. t. C. f 
| witk 


{ -«x +) 

ich each other, enquir'd of our friends, and * 
to Godfor direction. While we were thus employ 
the Reverend Mr, Phene, „ 
mention'd to us, as moveable, and, as a miniſter 
phom i wigh be proper for us co males 

ving teceiv d 24 information, we defir'd hi 
to come over amongſt us, that, we 
might judge how far his, labqurs might be 
able to us Ile eomply'd with our requeſt ; 
and, having repeatedly heard him, we, after con- 
verling wirh each other, and, again 


donate invitation to the. p 
2 8 APY the ing Hr 


ance, and lee ta 2 that che 
church of Chriſt here have not only renew d their 
invitation, and again receiv d his acceprance, but, 
2 admitted him a member „ us; have 


1 Having „ 0 
ſKeps which this church 85 taken, in calling you 
2 do 


4 120 
to the paſtoral office in it, let me now requeſt you, 
to favour me with a relation, of the lakes in which 
the call appeared to your mind, and, of the mo- 
gives which influenced you to comply with it: 
and, be further pleas'd, Sir, at the fame time, to 
teſtify your publick acceptance of this call. 


Mr. Phene's Account, 


« Reverend Sir, 


I: may be neceſſary to inform you, that, in 
September 1768, I receiv'd an invitation from 
the church of Chriſt at Hertford, to preach to 
them, a few Lord's days; their late worthy 


Paſtor having been remov'd from them, by death. 


After communicating the affair to the church of 


"Chriſt at Glouceſter, then under my paſtoral 


care, and weighing all circumſtances, I found 


- myſelf diſpos'd to attend to their requeſt, in or- 


der to diſcern the footſteps of Providence; eſpe- 
cially, as my late dear partner in life was then in 
a threatning ſtate of health, and a change of air 
was declar'd to be the moſt probable means for 
her recovery. | 
Having eome over, and preach'd here, three 
Lord's days in the following month, the church 
of Chriſt in this place, gave me an affectionate 
unanimous invitation, to the paſtoral office, On 
my return from Hertford, I conſulted with ſome 
of my , brethren in the miniſtry at London, and, 
It was their joint and unanimous opinion, that, 
God, in his providence, evidently call'd me to 
Hertford. EY T 4 
When return'd to Glouceſter, after ſeek- 
ing to God for direction, adviſing with friends, 

viewing 


DT SPAS 3 

viewing the particular circumſtances of my fa- 

mily, with the pleaſing proſpect of more exten- 

five uſefulneſs, it N to me, - indifpen- 
n 


able duty, to attend this opening of Providence. 
Having inform'd the church at Hertford of my 
determination, on my removal from Glouceſter, 
I requeſted the church there, to give me a diſ- 
miſſion, to this church of Chriſt, and, they com- 
— with my requeſt; Accordingly, I remov d 

ither, and enter d on my publick miniſtry, in 
the month of January laſt. Ever ſince my reſi- 
dence here, I have not ſhun'd to declare 
-** the whole counſel of God “,“ according to the 
light given to me, and in that way which has 
appear d to me, moſt calculated to advance the 
divine glory, promote the welfare of precious 
immortal ſouls, and, the general good of this 
- Intereſt, In matters of faith, I would “ call no man 
upon earth rabbi +,” but, would form the whole- 
Plan of my religious ſentiments, upon the word 
of God, ſaying, with a celebrated champion for 
liberty and proteſtantiſm, ** The Bible, the Bi- 
5* ble is the religion of Proteſtants F.” And, it 
is my deſire, as being led by the Spirit, into all 
truth, © as it is in Jeſus 8,“ faithfully, and, with- 
out reſerve, to communicate, what appears to me, 
by cloſe reading, meditation, and prayer, to be 
the will of God, both with reſpect to faith, and prac- 
tice. As inſtructed by ** the Spirit of truth,“ 
I am myſelf convinc'd, and have endeavour'd to 
teach others, that, the whole of our ſalvation, from 
it's foundation in the eternal counſels, to the lay- 
ing the top ſtone in glory, ariſes from the rich 


Ads xx. 27, '+ Matth. xxiji. 28, . Chillingworth. 
$ Epbeſ, iv, 21, || John xvi. 14, hy) 


free 


| { 14 
hee ſovereign grace, and, everlaſting love ef 
„6 of works leaſt any man ſhould 
"2 appears evident to me, that, the aci 


E 


Immutable. counſels of God“, Father, and 
Spirit, relative to the ſalvation of ſinners, could 
Ba Nog prod co Ghana e 
cy! being predeſtinated” to ſalvation | 
20, the purpoſe of him, who worketh all ſhings 
after the counſel of his own will, “to the pra] 
of the glory of his grace . According to the 
ideas I entertain of the divine counſels, the Father 
Mtipulated with the Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
For the redemption of his people, which re- 
2 is pe, * mag any 
of che church apply'd, tc them, by the. facr 
Spit; ſo that God faves. and calls vs, with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but, according to his on purpoſe and grace, 
* which was given us, in Chrif Jeſus, before the 
world began, and is now made manifeſt, by the 
* appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 5.“ 
Thele counſels of God could not poſſibly be ex- 
ecuted, or manifeſted, till after the creation and 
apoſtacy of man, but they have now been mage 
Known to ws more fully by Chriſt, and, his 
apoſtles, as they were alſo more darkly, by pro- 
.phets, and holy men of God,” who *©* ſpake” 
and wrote, as they were mov'd by the ] 

,** Ghoſt.” By theſe records of unerring truth, 
am afſur'd, that, man was originally created in the 
divine image, but, that, diſobeying a poſitive 
,precept of his Creator and Lord, by eating the 


| Epbeſ. ii. 8, 9. Iſaiah xlvi. 10. + Epheſ. i. 4 5 
6, 11. I Titus ® 2a $ 2 Tim. i, 9, 10. 2 Pet. lo 21. 


5 (1 * 
forbidden fruit, he entaird miſery on "Mins; 


and all his poſterity®,” for (ſays an inſpir * 
man) * by that one ences” forme oy 
Haag fe fort rhe feſt apoſzey, as the pg 
aving ſet t apoſtacy, as the ſpfing. 
all 5 and moral evil, Rare not fail'd nw. 
chat, in the fulneſs of time, God“ (according 
to his purpoſe and grace) “ ſent forth his Bon, 
„made of a woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem them that were under the law, that” thoſe 
who believe in him * might receive the adoption 
& of ſons .“ I bekeve,' that, our Lord Jefus/ 
Chriſt became incarnate, and having taken on 
him ' out nature, obey'd the law which we had 
broken, fulfffl'd it's ſtricteſt precepts, and became 
a ſacrifice for ſin,” dying the juſt * for the 
* unjuſt, to bring them to God;“ to“ redeem 
them from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf, 
« peculiar people, zealous of good works 5.“ 
Dur Saviour, having © humbled himſelt, and 
* become obedient unto death, even the death 
4 of the croſs ||,” I am perſuaded, his miſſion was 
eonfirm'd, and, the Father's approbatioa and ac- 
. of him, in his work, publickly mani- 
felted, by his reſurrection from the dead, and 
that, being aſcended up into heaven, he is now 
© highly exalted at the Father's right hand, 
« where he hath a name given him above every 
«© name FF. Our Saviour in his exalted ſtate 
having receiv'd of the Father the promiſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt Tf,” I believe, that the ſpirit” was 
firſt ſned forth upon his apoſtles, ſhewing chem 


* Gen. i. 27. & ii. 17. + Nom. v. 18. f Gal. iv. 4, 5- 
Matth. v. 17. Rom. v. 19. 1 Peter iii. 18. Titus ii. 14. 
Phil. ii. 8.“ Acts ii. 32. f Phil. ii. 8, 9. 1 As. 336 
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the things of the Father, and of Chriſt $$; and, 
that, by the continuance of the ſame divine and 


gracious influences to his miniſters and people in 
all ſucceeding ages, wonderful effects are 4 
duc'd on the ſouls of men, in their converſion, 
edification, and comfort, and our glorious Re- 
deemer © ſees the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatis- 
*« fy'd **,” Chriſt, thus honopur'd and exalted 
as our High-Prieſt and Mediator, by the inſtru- 
mentality of a preached goſpel, ©* makes his peo- 
„ ple willing in the day of his power,” and 
through the efficacious operation of his ſpirit, 
« brings into captivity every thought to” true 
<* obedience,” agreeable to the divine plan of 
operation: Sinners being *© choſen to ſalvation 
* through ſanCtification of the Spirit, and belief 
* of the truth ++.” And as I have ſhewn the neceſ- 
ſity of the ſpirit's influence in converſion, edifica- 
tion, and conſolation, I have alſo ſet forth Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, which conſiſts of his obedience, ſuffer- 
ings and death, as the ground of our juſtification in 
God's ſight, receiv'd by faith, which “is the gift of 
God.” * All who are thus juſtified, freely 
* by the grace of God, thro' the redemption that 
is in Jeſus Chriſt,” are, I have taught, renew'd 
* 1n the ſpirit of their minds, ©& created in Chriſt 
* Jeſus, unto good works,” have the ſpirit of 
Chriſt in them, and the image of Chriſt inſtamp'd 
upon them +. And, I have not been wanting, 
in holding forth to believers, the encouragements 
of the goſpel, to a perſeverance in well doing, by 
exhibiting their happineſs and ſecurity in Chriſt, 
their head of life and influence, they being united 


Ct John, xvi. 14, 15, “ Iſaiah, liii. 11, 1t Rom. i. 16, 
Ptalm cx. 3. John, xvi. 18. 2 Cor. x. 5. 2 Thel. ii. 1 3. 
* Rom. iii. 22, 5, 18. 1 Peter, i. 19. Epheſ. ii. 1. 
+ Epheſ. iv. 23, & ii. 10. Rom. viii 9, 
to 


e 
to him by faith, and receiving all ſupplies of grace 
from him, being aſſur'd of this, * that, where 
* God has begun 3 work, he will perform it, 


until the day Jeſus Chriſt 1.“ „ I am 
<« perſuaded, that, neither death, nor life, nor 
< angels, nor principalities nor powers, nor 


* things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, 
* nor depth, nor any other creature,” ſhall be 
* able to ſeparate us, from the love of God, which 


« is in Chriſt jeſus our Lord i.“ And, as no- 
thing that is unholy can enter the kingdom 

heaven, I have, in the further courſe of my mini- 
ſtry, inſiſted on ſanctification, as a neceſſary branch 
of our ſalvation; firmly believing, that withour 


*«« perſonal holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord *.” 


I truſt, that, the directory given by the apoſtle 


Paul to Titus, has not been neglected, and never 


will be forgotten, by me; © this 1s a faithful ſaying; 


< and, theſe things, I will, that thou affirm conſtant- 
* ly, that, they which have belie-, d in God, might 


* be careful to maintain good works.“ And, now, 
I might call on all, that have ſtatedly attended my 


miniſtry hete, to witneſs, that, theſe diftinguiſh- 


ing leading articles of the glorious goſpel of the 


blefſed God, have been the fubje& matter of my 
publick labours, and by the foregoing brief decla- 


ration, all preſent may judge of my religious ſentt- 


ments, for themfelves: Having neither omitted, 
* to warn the wicked, from his way q,“ or, to animate 
the people of God, by ſetting forth the joys of 


eternal life,“ to thoſe that love him, are the called 


according to his purpoſe,” * and © who, by pa- 


tient contmuance in well doing, are feeking for 


t Phil. i. 6, || Rom. viii. 38. 39. 1 The. iv. 
Heb. xit. 14. T Titos iii. 8. $ Ezck. xxxiii. 8. 
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« glory, and honour, and immortality*,” I may, 
Sith religious boldneſs, addreſs this og 
the language of the great Apoſtle, ** Wherefore, I 
*© take you to record, this day, that, I am pure from 
e the blood of all men..“ 
As to the conſtitution and order of a church of 
Chriſt, J am in ſentiment and practice, as well as 
profeſſion, of that denomination, which is uſually- 
call'd compregational or independent, | 
Having, I truſt, faithfully, according to my 
knowledge, imparted the Goſpel of God, and 
lahour'd in the word and doctrine here, for up- 
wards of eight months, © ſeeking not their's, but 
„ thew},” this Church of Chriſt, on the 24th 
of September laſt, requeſted my immediate fettle- 
ment; in conſequence of which, we are now met 
together, in God's houſe of prayer. And now, let me 
requeſt my much reſpected brethren in the mini- 
ſtry, the meſſengers of the churches who are come 
to behold our faith and order,“ and all others now 
preſent, to unite in the moſt fervent prayers, at the 
throne of grace, that, a divine bleſſing may accom- 
pany the ſolemnities of this day. In theſe our ad- 
dreſſes to God, may © the ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
« cation” poſſeſs our hearts, and govern our thoughts; 
in our praiſes of God, may our affections be 
warm'd and elevated; and in hearing the good 
word of his grace, may we © ſo hear” as that 
our ſouls may live **.” | 
As a cloſe, I would, with the greateſt humility, 
acknowledge, that, a ſenſe of my own inſufficiency 
tor the due diſcharge of the important duties de- 
volv'd on me, by my acceptance of the paſtoral 
office among this people, obliges me again, to en- 


Rom. ii. 7. + Acts xx. 26. 27. 1 2 Cor. xtl. 14. 
Col. ii. 5. Zech. xii. 10. ** Iſaiah lv. 3. g 
treat 
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treat this church and r to © ſtrive to- 
* gether in their prayers to God for me®,” that, F 


may, thro” 4 be ſtrengthen d more than ever, 


for the wor kept faithful unto death,” and 
then receive that! crown of life,” which js pro- 
mis'd to all God's faithful ſervants, and which 
will certainly be given to them, by rhe great 
** ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls,” | the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the glorious day of his appearing; Te 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 


And, now, Sir, permit me to cloſe, with briefly 
expreſling, my ſincere, my affectionate, and my 
beſt wiſhes, for you, and the intereſt of Chriſt in 
this place. May you, my dear fir, © obtain mercy 
of the Lord, to be faithſul,”{$ and diligent, in 
the new ſphere of ſacred ſervice, on which you 
are entering! may you be bleſ9d with much of 
your maſter's gracious preſence and divire aid, 
both in your private ſtudies, . and publick miniſtra- 
tions ! and, may your labours, from time to time, 
be attended with the greateſt ſucceſs! Under your 
paſtoral care, may the Church here, be © edified, 
* and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
** comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, be multiplied**!* 
Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, 
« from God the Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſtj|}|.” “May they be perfect, be of one 
* mind, live in peace, and may the God of love 
and peace be with themff! And, when the 
<« chief ſhepherd ſhall appear,” may you, Sir, 
may I, may all the paſtors of the churches pre- 
ſent, with our reſpective flocks, be found of 


Rom. xv. 30, 1 Rev. ii. 10. | x Pet. ii. 25. 

5 1 Cor. vii. 25. ** Adds ix, 31. I Eph* vi. 23. 
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te him in peace give up an account of ourſelves; 
and of them, with joy! and, © receive a crown 
of glory, that © fadeth not away +.” Amen, 
- and Amen 


= 2 Pet. ii. 144 F Pet. v. 4, 
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THOMAS TOWLE, B. D. 


PHILIPPIANS ii, 16. 


Holding forth the word of life, that, I may rejoice, 
in the day of Cbriſt, that, I have not run in 
vain, neither labour'd in vain. : 


3 words were originally directed to 
the church of Chriſt at Philippi; a once 
famous city, in that celebrated province of ancient 
Greece, Macedonia. So the inſcription. of this 
epiſtle informs us, Paul, and Timotheus, the 
** ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, to alll the ſaints, in 
* Chriſt Jeſus, which are at Phillippi, with the 
* bithops, and deacons*.” Bur, tho', the paſſage 
I have read, was firſt addreſs'd to the chriſtian - 
ſociety juſt mention'd, it was certainly intended 
for the uſe of all the churches of Chriſt, in every 
age, to the end of the world. Taken, then, in 
this extenſive view, the text is, without doubt, 
ſulted to the important occaſion of our preſent 
meeting; accordingly, *tis in this view, that, 
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I ſhall now conſider it. May God ſo attend what 


ſhall be ſuggeſted from it, with his bleſſing, as 
that, this diſcourſe may be of real and great uſe, 


to the whole of this aſſembly, eſpecially,” to thoſe, 


who are more immediately concern'd in the 
ſolemn tranſactions of this day — The text is a 
part of a truly comprehenſive and noble exhorta- 
tion, that, therefore, you may ſee, how it is in- 
troduc'd, I ſhall take the liberty to read the 
whole exhortation to you: Do all things,“ 
(ſays the apoſtle) © without-murmurings, and diſ- 
*© putings, that, ye may be blameleſs, and harm- 
< leſs, the ſons of God, withont rebuke, in the 
< miditof a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
„whom ye ſhine,” or, (as I think, 'tis better ren- 
der'd in the margent of your bibles) “ ſhine ye, 
* as lights inthe world; holding forth the word of 
life, that, I may . rejoice, in the day of Chriſt, 
e that, I have not run in vain, neither labour'd in 
* yain+.” The whole of this advice is ſo peculiarly 
excellent, and engaging, that, it would give me 
great pleaſure, minutely to conſider every article 
of it's valuable contents, but, as this would lead 
me, far beyond the limits allotted me, in the pre- 
ſent ſervice, I ſhall intirely wave ſuch enlarge- 
ment, and, at once proceed to a diſtinct conſide- 
ration of the text itſelf. a 
In diſcourſing on the paſſage, I ſhall obſerve 


the following method, | 
Iſt. Conſider what is here to be underſtood by 
„ the word of life.“ 
Hdly. Repreſent, what ſhould be the diſpoſition 


and behaviour of a church of Chriſt, with reſpect 
to this; * they are to hold it forth.” And, then, 


+ Ver. 14, 1g, 16. 
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IIIdly, and laſtly,. Set before you, the very 
Proper and cogent argument, by which the apoſtle 
enforces this duty, as it is expreſs'd in the laſt 
claufe of the words, that, I may rejoice, in the 
* day of Chriſt, that, I have not run in vain, nei- 
* ther labour'd in vain,” 
Ift. I ſhall conſider, what is here to be under- 
ſtood by © the word of life.” The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf is ſometimes deſcrib'd under this 
character; for which reaſon, ſome have appre- 
hcnded, that, he was deſign'd, by this expreſſion, 
in the paſſage we are conſidering : and indeed! 
were we to take the phraſe before us, 1n this light, 
it might be done properly, and to advantage; 
fince, it is, without doubt, the duty, and, ſhould 
be the endeavour of a church of Chriſt, to hold 
forth this their divinely glorious ſaviour and 
ſov'reign, to the view of men. Truly! I wilt 
venture thus publickly to affirm, that, it a reli- 
gious ſociety, which wears the name of a church 
of Chriſt, does not, in any way, or in any degree, 
hold forth that adorable Redeemer and lord, after 
whom they are call'd, to the view of men, ſuch 
a community, however reſpectable in the eyes of 
the world, does not deſerve that honourable title. 
But, yet, I conceive, that, the word of life,“ 
in the paſſage we are attending to, means, what 
is commonly call'd, the word of God, in other 
words, the holy ſcriptures. This ſacred volume 
goes under this very character, in the New Teſta- 
ment; *tis certainly incumbent on a church of 
Chriſt, to hold forth this; and in holding forth 
the word ot life,” in this ſenſe, ſuch a ſociety holds 
it forth, allo, in that other ſenſe of this expreſſion, 
which has juſt been mention'd; it being impoſſible, 
utterly impoſſible, that, the divine word, which 
13 


1664 
is calbd © the word of Chriſtf,” b :cauſe it holds up 
Chriſt to the view of men, ſhould be held forth, 
and, yet he not be held forth in it. Sometimes the 
holy ſcripture is call'd “ the word 6,“ and, that. 
with the utmoſt juſtice, becauſe, as men communi- 
cate their ideas, to each other, by the expreſſions of 
their lips, God has, in that bleſſed book, convey'd. 
his will to the children of men, by the uſe of words 
likewiſe. But, is the volume Iam ſpeaking of, call'd 
* the word,” there 1s often ſome addition made to 
this term, to giveduly honourablethoughts concern- 
ing it: Thus, in the paſſage before us, it is denomi- 
nated, the word of life.“ By © life” here, we are, 
] apprehend, to underſtand, that peculiarly excellent, 
that ſpiritual and divine life, which 1s the dignity, 
priviledge, and happineſs of all true believers, and, 
of them only. Fallen men are, as ſinners, certain- 
ly * dead in treſpaſſes and ſins.” That. this, deplo- 
rable as it is, is their character, is aſſerted in ſcrip- 
ture, ; plain from obſervation ; and, confirm'd by 
experience. But, thro' the ſovereign, and effica- 
cious grace of God, ſome, among them, are made 
alive; you”(ſays.the Apoſtle Paul to the converted 
Epheſians, and, the ſame, may as juſtly be ſaid, 
to all who have paſt under that great change which 
they had ex per enc'd,) * you hath Godquicken'd 
& who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſing.“ Not in- 
deed every nominal, but, cvery real Chriſtian, 
therefore, may ſay with the ſame Apoſtle, “ I live.“ “ 
Now, with the greateſt propriety, conſidering „life“ 
in this peculiarly excetlent and moſt valuable 
lenſe, may it be affirm'd, that, the incomparable 
book of which I am ſpeaking, is © the ward of 
& lite.” The word of God is the grand mean, un- 


* Coloff. iti. 16 $ James i. 22. Epbeſ. ii. 1. 


* (alat. li. 29, 
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ger the direction, and by the bleſſing of che ei "4 
Spirit, of beginning, carrying on, and be diced 


ing this life, in every one who is. ſo happy as to 
become the ſubje& of it. For which reaſon, e 
are commanded to © receiye, with meckneſs, the 
% ingrafted word,” from this very conſideration, 
that, it is able to fave oür ſouls,” j. e. under 
the agency of the Holy Ghoſt, to begin, and, 
karry on, the. ſpiritual life, till, it iſſues, in all 
the glories of life eternal ®'"|\ - ' 

Thus, I have confider'd, what is here to be un- 
derſtood by. the word of life,” and, this was the 
firſt thing, I propos'd from the paſſage. Now, 
 Hdly, 1 ſhall repreſent, what ſhould be the 
diſpoſition, and behaviour, of a church of Chriſt, 
with reſpe& to this, they are to © hold it 
forth! © holding forth.“ (ſays the apoſtle; 
addreſſing, ſuch a church) © the word of life.“ 
And, without doubt, this expreſſion, intimates, 
that, a church of Chriſt has receiv'd this word. 
It is, ſurely, every one muſt be ſenſible, im- 
pollibleg tor any to hold forth that, which they 

ave not in their. poſſeſſion, the very mention, 
therefore, of a church of Chriſt's © holding forth 
& the word of life,” even, at firſt ſight, implies, 
that, ſuch a ſociety has receiv d it. And, truly, 
this is the happineſs of every ſociety which deſerves 
to bear this honourable charafter, Such a com- 
munity is favour'd with the external ditpenſation 
of this word, and, if the members of it are, what 
by their profeſſion they certainly ſhould be, * they 
have receiv'd it,” (to uſe the apoſtle Paul's ner- 
vous expreſſion) © not as the word of men, but” 
(as it is in truth) „ the word ot God ,“ with real 
aflent, cordial approbation, firm dependence, and, 
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ſincere obediencc. On this acctunt, we find, the 
- churches of Chriſt addreſs'd under ſuch characters, 
and, in fuch language, thro” the whole New 
Teftament, as plainly intimates, that, if the per- 
fons who compoſe them, were ſuch, as their pro- 
feſſion beſpake them, © the Goſpel” (to uſe ano- 
ther expreſſion, of the ſame apoſtle I juſt mention'd): 
had come to them, not, in word only, but, 
* alſo in power, and, in the Holy Ghoſt, and, in 
«© much aſſurance, ſothat“ (as it follows) they 
had turn'd to God, from idols,” had made him 
the ſupreme object of their affectionate regards, 
whatever engag'd their main efteem and purſuit 
before, to ſerve the living and true God, and, 
* to wait for his Son from Heaven, even ſeſus 
< who delivers from the wrath to come.“ Thus 
(as I have already told you) the epiſtle where the 
text is, was directed to the Philippia church, 
under the character of * the ſaints at Philippi, 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus 1.“ But, does a 
chriſtian church's © holding forth the word of 
life,“ intimate, that, a church of Chriſt has re- 
ceiv'd this word, it further implies,” that, it 
ſhould be the deſire, and endeavour, of ſuch a 
ſociety, to retain it. Without doubt, every one 
muſt own, that, what is not retain'd, even, tho' it 
has been once receiv'd, cannot be held forth ;- 
when, therefore, the churches of Chriſt are order'd,- 
to hold forth the word of life,“ this, even at 
firſt view, implies, that, ſuch ſocieties ſhould retain 
it. Accordingly, ſome have thought, that, the 
word in the original, which our verſion renders- 
holding forth 4, ſhould have been tranſlated 
<* holding faſt,” but, however this be, even the 
moſt curſory reader muſt acknowledge, that, the 
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latter is implied, in the former. Every church 
of Chriſt ſhould be greatly concern'd, that, 
the letter of the word may remain with them, 
notwithſtanding all the endeavours of their moſt 
malicious ſubtle and powerful enemies to deprive 
them of it. But, ſhould this only be the object of 
their concern? certainly no: they ſhould be equallyʒ 
ſollicitous, that this word may continue with them 
in it's efficacy, and, influence, on their hearts and 
lives, yea, that, it's energy on both, may be con- 
ſtantly prevalent, and, increvfing, Indeed, ſuch 
a ſociety, as I now ſpeak of muſt expect to meet 
with many difficulties, in the conſcientious ſteady 
perfqrmance of the duty Tam recommending, but, 
nevertheleſs, they muſt delaze, and, endeavour, to 
perſevere in it's diſcharge, amidſt every allure- 
ment, and, every terror, with an unſhaken firm- 
neſs, This duty is often enjoin'd on the churches 
of Chtiſt, Hold”. (fays our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf, in words, which tho' indeed they were di- 
rected to the angel or paſtor of the church art. 
Philadelphia, were deſign'd to be cammunicated. 
by him, to that ſacred ſociety over which he pre- 
ſided, and, which, therefore, may juſtly, be con- 
ſider'd as addteſs'd to the church iel } © hold that 
« faſt which thou haſt,” meaning ** the word of his 
60 patience,” which he had juſt mention d, that, no 
« one take thy crown:” that, no created Being, either 
in earth or hell, may deprive thee of that true ho- 
nour, which an undaunted adherence to my word,, 
even to the end, will reflect upon thee f. Many 
are the weighty conſiderations, by which the 
duty I am ſpeaking of, is enforc'd on churches. 
Numerous are the evils denounc'd againſt thoſe, 
Chriſtian ſocieties, which are even indifferent and 
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1 in this reſpect. The church at Sardis (r 
nftance) had been chargeable with a negligent di. 
fition and behaviour, as to revealed truth and 
olineſs, and, with what an awful ſeverity did the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt addreſs her! ©* Remember” (ſay 
he) how thou haſt receiv'd, and heard, and hold 
& faſt, and repent; if, therefore, thou ſhalt not 
« watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou 
** (balt not know what hour Iwill come upon thee.” 
I will yifit thee with ſome tremendous diſcovery 
of my reſentment, the terror of which ſhall be 
oreatly heightned, by the war ſudden and 
unexpected way, in which it ſball ſeize thee j 
But, are there many evils denounc'd, againſt thoſe 
churches which do not hold faſt the word of life, 
ho leſs numerous are the bleſſings promis'd to ſuch 
as faithfully wiſh and zealouſ] foe, conſtantly 
to retain it. Thus, to the juſt mention'd church 
at Sardis, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, in language, 
a part of which has been already quoted, ** becauſe 
thou haft kept the word of my patience, I alſo 
vill keep thee, from the hour of ' temptation, 
* which ſhall come upon all the world, to try 
them, that dwell upon the earth $,” And have 
theſe threatnings, and theſe promiſes been given 
in vain? Certainly not: Various have been the in- 
ſtances of. their accompliſhment. The 'church at, 
| Sardis is long ago diſſolv'd, yea, the once famous 
Fry where it was, is now become a contemptible 
village; 'while, on the other hand, as long as that 
church maintain'd the faith and holin eis of the 
poſpel in their ſimplicity, not only the place where 
ſtood, was in. a flouriſhing condition, but, the 
church itſelf, truly reſpe&able. But, does the ex- 
prefſion I am "conſidering, © holding forth the 
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cord of life”, intimate, that, a church of Chriſt 
receiy'd this word, and, that, ſuch a ſociety 

uld retain it, it farther means, and, indeed, this 

is the chief idea intended by the expreſſion, that, 
itis the duty of ſuch a community, to exhibit it, 
to hold up and diſplay it's incomparably excel - 
lent and precious contents, to the view of men. 
The contents of the divine Reyelation are admi- 
rably calculated, to glorify God, and, to promote 
the nobleſt intereſt of mankind, eydn, in their pre- 
ſent unhappy fallen circumſtances. Having this 
d tendency, it is the will of God, that, What 
4 reveal d, may be held up and diſplay d, in 
our world, that, ſo his word may become in- 
ſtrumental, in his own hand, for advancing. his 
glory, and, producing the trueſt happineſs to ſin - 
ul men. In purſuance of this truly great and be- 
nevolent deſign, among other wiſe and gracious 
ends with which goſpel churches were inſtituted 
and are continu'd, this is one, and a very im- 
Dortant one it is, that, in them, there might 
he a conſtant exhibition of thoſe great things. 
which it has pleas'd God to make know | 
in his word. Hence, we find the churches of 
Chriſt deſcrib'd in ſcripture, by ſuch expreſſions, 
as naturally lead to the concluſion, that, this, was 
one main end of their appointment, erection, and 
continuance, to this moment. A church of Chrilt,, 
(for inſtance) is call'd “ the pillar and ground” 
(or, as in the margent of the Bible nt t of. 
* the truth. Theſe things” (ſays the apoſtle Paul 
to Timothy) © write I unto thee, hoping to 
* come unto thee, ſhortly, but, if, I tarry long, 
&* that, thou may'ſt know, how, thou oughteſt to 
* behave thyſelf, in the houſe of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground 
. | ; | W 
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world, ye' (fays the Apoſtle, addreſſin the 


Philippian Chriſtians, not merely as .diſtin& be - 


utenſil, is, you are ſenſible, to convey light, for 
the ſeveral purpoſes for which light is wanted; 
agreeable to our bleſſed Lord's expreſs declaration, 
No man, when he hath lighted a candle, cover- 
eth it, with a veſſel], or, putteth it under a bed, 
* but ſetteth it on a candleſtick, that, they which 
enter in, may ſee the light 4.“ If there be a re- 
ference to a light houſe (as others apprehend) 
all who have any acquaintance with thoſe ſtruc- 
tures, are ſenſible, that, the deſign of them, is, 
to give light, to the mariner, while under the 
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veil of night, continuing bis voyage over the 
athleſs ocean, that, he may ſee, how to keep his 
veſſel clear of thoſe rocks and ſands, by which he 
is in danger. Or, ſhould the metaphor before us, 
be taken from the heavenly bodies, the ſun 
moon, and ſtars, (as is the ſentiment of Ser) 
all acknowledge, that, one principal deſign, of 
thoſe bodies, is (according to their great Crea- 
tor's expreſs declaration) to” give light upon 
* the earth.“ In whatever point of view, then, 
we take the expreſſion, © lights in the world,” it 
manifeſtly implies, that, a church of Chriſt ſhould, 
and, when it acts in character, in ſome degree, 
does, convey light to men; which is ſaid in the 
text to be, by © holding forth the word of life.“ 
All that I ſhall further do, then, under this head, 
Will be, to ſhew you, how a church of Chriſt 
ſhould, as a © light in the world, hold forth 
* this word,” Here I would juſt premiſe, that, 4 
church of Chriſt may be ſaid, to hold forth the 
* word of life” to men, when it diſplays the va- 
rious particulars, both of truth, and duty, which 
it hath pleas'd God, that infinitely great, and 
gracious being, who indited the ſcriptures, to 
make known therein. Taking the expreſſion, 
then, in this ſenſe, a church of Chriſt ſhould 
* hold forth the word of life,” three ways, by 
the purity of it's doctrine ; the ſtrictneſs of it's 
diſcipline; and, an exemplary holineſs, in the 
rſonal deportment of all it's members. 

(1). A church of Chriſt ſhould © hold forth tlie 

* word of life,” by the purity of it's doctrine. It 
ſhould exert itlelf, that ſuch a miniſtry may be fix'd, 
continu'd, and encourag'd, in it, as will taithfully 
diſplay the glorious contents of that word. Fhe 
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right. of. chooſing, and, ſupporting their owtfl 
paſtors, 1s one, and a glorious one, too, among the 
many noble privileges, with which the churches 
of Chriſt are dignified. That, this right may be 
roperly exercis'd, the qualificatioris of a chriſtian 
iſhop, of one who is duly qualified to be a 
chriſtian paſtor, are clearly, and, often delinea 
in the new teſtament. It ſhould, therefore, be the 
deſire, and, endeavour of chriſtian churches, to 
chooſe, continue, and, encourage thoſe as their 
paſtors, who appear, in ſome good degree, poſlcls'd 
of thoſe qualifications. Among the particulars ne- 
ceſſary to form the character of a chriſtian biſhop, 
this is one, and, acomprehenſive and important one, 
indeed, it is, that he © be apt to teach,” accord- 
ingly, every church of Chriſt ſhould wiſh, and, 
ſtrive, that, ſuch a paſtor may be ſettled with 
them, as, in the genuine ſenſe of this expreſſion, 
is apt to teach,” nor ignorantly, or, confidently, 
jorward, but really, and properly fitted, to be a 
teacher of others, Here, I might give you a 
large explication of this expreſſive phraſe, but, 
as this would employ too much of your time, 
I ſhall only ſuggeſt an hint or two, on this impor- 
tant ſubject, Would a church of Chfiſt chooſe 
and encourage one as their paſtor, who is“ apt to 
* teach,” duly qualified to be a teacher of others, 
the object of their choice, and, encouragement, 
muſt (to uſe an expreſſion of the Apoſtle 
Paul) “ ſound in the faith +,” a man who has 2 
Juſt acquaintance. with, and, is a real believer of 
the truth himſelf, yea, who poſſeſſes fome 
conliderable degree of theſe noble bleſſings. For 
any ſet of men to introduce, and countenance, one 
under the character of a chriſtian Paſtor, who is 
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wholly, or, in great meaſure, unacquainted wit 
thoſe great things, as to which he is appointed, 
* inſtruct them, or, who does not really and 
rmly believe their truth and importance, is a groſs 
abſurdity. Again, would a chriſtian church ſettle 
and, ſupport, as a paſtor among them, one who 
is * apt to teach,” duly qualified to be a teacher 
of others, he, whom it ſelects to, and, ſupports 
in, this office, muſt have ability, and, inclina- 
tion, to communicate what he knows and believes. 
He muſt have ability to do this, be capable of 
forming ideas, and, clothing them, in ſuch 
words, 43 neither to be unintelligible, nor, juſtly 
contemptible, And, he muſt have an inclination, 
to this, alſo, be willing to diſpenſe the ſacred 
articles of divine revelation, which he knows and 
believes, when ever an opportunity, for doing it, 
offers. © For any ſociety, which calls itſelf, or, is 
call'd by others, a church of Chriſt, to ele&, and 
encourage, a perſchi, as their paſtor, who, what- 
ever be his pretenſions to ſoundneſs in the faith, 
has not inclination, or, if inclination, not ability, 
to appear, as the inſtructor of others, is more than 
_ unreaſonable, tis prepoſterous, But, to what has 
been ſaid, on the ſubject before us, I muſt add 
one thing more, and, that is, that, if a church of 
Chriſt would ſ:rtle, and, maintain, as their paſtor, | 
One who is “apt to teach,” has this neceſſary 
qualification for a chriſtian biſhop, the perſon 
ſet apart for this purpoſe, muſt be a man, who, 
they have reaſon to think, will recommend and 
entorce the doctrine he delivers, by the inſinuating 
charms of à good example. For any body of 
men, who ſtile themſelves, or, are ſtil'd by 
others, 2 church of Chriſt; to bring in, and, 
ſipport a perſon, as an adminiſtrator of the divine 
Ford and o:dinances among them, who makes no 
| conſciencè 
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conſcience of behaving agreeably to the doctrine 
he preaches, what is it? But, to ſet up one, who; 
while he, holds forth the word of life,” in the 
declarations of his lips, holds out a direct and 
ſhameful contradiction to it, in the general ſtrain 
and courſe of his life. Thus, you fee, the firſt 
way, in which a church of Chrift ſhovtd © hold 
* forth the word of life,” by the parity of it's 
doctrine, by exerting itſelf, that, ſuch 'a miniſtry 
may be fix'd, continu'd, and, encourag'd, in it, 
as will conſtantly diſplay: the glorious contents of 
that word. Again, | 3 
(2) A church of Chriſt ſhould * hold forth᷑ 
the word of life,” By the ftriftneſs of it's 
diſcipline. Like every regular ſociety, a chriſtian 
church has it's govertiment, a. ſacred jurifdic- 
tion, withifi itſelf, which it has a right to 
exerciſe, for it's own preſervation, welfare, and, 
happineſs ; and, tis this which I call the diſci- 
pline of a church of Chriſt; By the ſtrictneſs o 
this, then, every ſuch community, ſhould © hold 
forth the word of life.” It's whole diſcipline 
ſhould be ſo conducted, as that, the glorious 
contents of the divine word may be difplay'd 
thereby; that, all who © behold,” not only it's 
* faith,” but (that, I may uſe an apoſtolic ex- 
preſſion) * ir's order *,” may ſee, that, it has not 
merely a ſigcere and genuine, but alſo, a ſtrong 
and fervent affection for that word. I have 
already rold you, that, every church of Chriſt, 
has a ſacred juriſdiction, within itſelf, which it 
has a right to <xercile, for it's own preſervation, 
welfare, and, happineſs; bur, then, let it be 
conſtantly remeniber'd,. that, this juriſdiction was 
lettled in his churches, by Chriſt himſelf, and, 
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that, the exerciſe of it, is to be perpetually regu-- 
lated according to his revealed will- A chriſtian | 
church has no authority to make laws, but, what 
is requiz'd of ſuch a. ſociety, is, to govern itſelf, 
by laws already made, even, by the laws of that 
infinitely glorious and gracious Redeemer, who is 
King in Zion +, It js, therefore, incumbent on 
every community of this kind, continually to 
bold. forth the word of Cbriſt, 5 the only warrant, 
on which it acts in all it's proceedings; ſhewing, + 
that, not it's own. will, that, not the will of any 
man, or ſet of men, (however eminent, tor piety, 
learning, or uſefulneſs) but, the will of Chriſt, as 
made known in; his word, is the directory of it's 
whole conduct. And, fhou'd a church of Ohriſt 
avow, that it has no other authority, by which it 
, condutts it's ſacred diſcipline, but, the giving 
word, it ſhould hold forth that word, by ſetting 
out to view, it's principles, and precepts, in A 
regular and reſolute attendance to that diiſcipline, 
Indeed, if the Wed I am ſpeaking of, holds 
forth the word of. life, with the greateſt cleat - 
.nefs, in the purity of it's doctrine, but, neglects 

this with reſpect to diſcipline, is wholly, or, in 
great meaſure, unconcern'd about any diſcipline, 

; or, conducts what diſcipline it has, in Juch a- 
m inner, as that, the doctrines, and. duties f 
God's boly word, are not, at all, or but darkly, 
held out to view, thereby; ſuch a church acts a 
ſtrangely inconſiſtent, yea, diſhonourable, and 
dangerous part, a part difhonourableco it's Lord, 
dangerous to itſelt. Would a church of Chriſt, 
uniformly © hold forth the word of life,” it muſt 
exhibit the beauties of that word, not merely, by 
a ſoundneſs in it's miniſtry, but, by a ſtrictneſs in 


1 Phu, . 6. 


8 Fa be 


636.0 
the management of it's diſcipline alſo. The dif. / 
cipline of a church of Chriſt may be conſider'd in 


three lights, - with reference to the admiſſion of 


thoſe who are propos'd to it's communion ; it's 
conduct towards them while of their body; or, 
it's cenſuring, and, even excluding, ſuch, as ap- 
ear unfit to continue among them; accordingly, 
in each of theſe views, a church of Chriſt ſhould; - 
by the ſtrictneſs of it's diſcipline, “ hold forth the 
„ word of life.“ Such a ſociety, ſnould (1 ſay 3. 
hold forth the word of life,” in that part of it's 
diſcipline,. which concerns the admiſſion of thoſe 
who are propos'd to it's communion. ' Amon 
other powers, given by Chriſt to his churches, : 
this is one, and a peculiarly valuable one it is, a 
right of admiſſion to the various priviledges en- 
Joy'd in them; in the exerciſe, therefore of this 
right, they ſhould * hold forth the word of life,” 
receiving thoſe, and, thoſe only, into their ſacred 
incloſure, who, as far as they can judge, cordially - 
believe the truths made known, and conſcientiouſly 
endeavour to practiſe the duties commanded, in 
the word. Again, the ſociety J ſpeak of, ſhould | 
hold forth the word of life in that part of 
it's diſcipline, which concerns it's conduct towards 
thoſe who are of it's body. Among the numerous 
duties enjoin'd by Chriſt, upon his churches, this 
is one, the maintaining a continual watch over 
the temper, converſation, and, behaviour of their 
reſpective members; accordingly, each of theſe 
churches ſhould perform this duty, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to“ hold forth the word of life,” there- 
by ; continually ſhewing, that, what they are 
mainly ſollicitous about, is, that, the faith 
and holineſs of the goſpel may be diplay'd, 


in their commanding influence, and incompa- 


rable beauty, among them, that the view 


with 
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with which they look diligently” (as the 
author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews expreſſes it) 
is Jeſt any root of bitterneſs, ſpringing up, 
* trouble them, and thereby many be defiled *.“ 
Finally, as to this, a chriſtian ſociety ſhould 
hold forth the word of life,” in that branch of 
it's diſcipline; which regards the eenſuring, or, even 
excluding ſuck, as appear unfit to continue any 
longer among them, A power of cenſuring, and 
even excluding unworthy members, is given, by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to his churches. This 
power they are commanded to exerciſe, whenever 
heceſfary.' Now'ꝰ (ſays the Apoſtle Paul to the 
church at Theſſalonica) + we command you, bre= 
f* thren, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſty 
that ye withdraw yourſelves, from every brother 
* that walketh diſorderly, and, not after the tra- 
dition, which he receiv'd of us“ The primi- 
tive churches did exerciſe this power: an awful 
inſtance of which we have, in the behaviour of 
the church at Corinth, towards the inceſtubos 
perſon 1. Yea, the churches of Chriſt are com- 
mended, when, this power was us'd by them, in 
a proper manner. I know,” (ſays our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, to the church at Epheſus} 
1. e. I approve * thy works, and, thy labour 
and, thy patience, and, how thou canſt hot 
* bear them which are evil 5.“ Accordingly, A 
church of Chriſt ſhould exerciſe this part of it's 
diſcipline, as well as thoſe which have been 
already mention'd, ſo as that, the word of life 
may be held forth thereby. A ſociety of this 
kind, ſhould admoniſh, and, if it's admonitions 
are unavailing, exclude, thoie who plainly appear 
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tiouſiy labours to approve himſelf, perpetually 
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after due enquiries into their diſpoſition, convers 
ſation, and hehaviour, to have caſt off a regard to 


thoſc fundamental doctrines, and eſſential duties 


of the divine word, for which they once ſeem'd to 
have, not only, a ſincere, but, ſtrong affection: 
à church of Chriſt ſnould (1 21 in this 
manner, towards all of this character, who may, 
at any time, be found among them, uninfluenc'd 
by any ,worldly conſiderations whatever. Thus 
you ſee the ſecond way in which a church of 
Chriſt mould “ hold forth the word of life.“ by 
the ſtriftneſs of it's diſcipline. There is one thin 
more to be mention'd, under this head, an 
that is, | . | 

(3) A church of Chriſt ſhoyld hold Forth 
* the word of life, by an exemplary holineſs, 
in the perſonal deportment of all it's mem- 
bers. Every one, who is-favour'd with a place 
in ſuch a- community, ſhould wiſh, and ſtrive, 
to diſplay the glories of the word of God, 
in his own conduct. By his unſhaken adherence 
a0 the truths reveaPd, and, zealous performance 
of the duties enjoin'd, in that word, he ſhould ſet 
Forth, and recommend it, to all around him; ſo 
Mowing, that, he earneſtly defires, and, conſcien- 


obſervant of that admirable precept, which, 
though originally addreſs'd, by our bleſſed Lord, 
to his firſt diſciples, was intended to be regarded 
by all of the ſame character, in future times: let 
your light ſo ſhine before men, that, they may 
« ſee your works, and glorify your father 


« who is in heayen®.” And indeed! if any ſociety 


which goes under the name of a church of Chriſt, 
maintains the exacteſt orthodoxy, yea, profeſſes 
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& keep up the ſtricteſt diſcipline, and, yet, the 
* 


part of it's members ate negligent, in 
ſerving the important duties of religion, and 
rhorality, ſuch a community cannot, with pro- 
priety, be ſaid, to“ hold forth the word of life“, 
ro the world; inſtead of giving the world, ſuch a 
view of this word, as may lead them to form juſt 
and exalted ſentiments of it, they give them ſuch 
4 mifrepreſentation of that bleſſed book, as has a 
direct tendency to fill them with improper and 
diſhonourable thoughts, concerning it. Accord- 
ingly, I will venture, on this occaſion, to declare, 
that, in my opinion, the careleſs and licentious 
lives of men, under a profeſſion of religion, and, 
even of ſome who thought themſelves, and were 
8 by others, leaders in the religious ſocieties 
to which they belong'd, have contributed more, 
towards producing a neglect and eontempt of the 
ſcriptures, among men, than all the objections, 
even, of the moſt ſubtle, determin'd, and; inve-+ 
terate infidels themſelves. Thus I have repreſented, 
as briefly as the nature of the ſubje&t wonlds. 
admit, what ſhould be the diſpoſition, and, be- 
- haviour of a church of Chriſt, with reſpect tu 
the word of life; © holding forth” (ſays the 
apoſtle, in the text, addreſſing ſuch a church) 
* the word of life.” And, this was the ſecond 
thing, I told you, I ſhould do from the words. 
Having gone thro' this, then, | 

IIIdly and laſtly, I ſhall ſet before you, the 
very proper and cogent argument, by which 
the apoſtle enforces this duty, as it is expreſs'd- 
in the laſt clauſe of the words; that, I may 
«© r<oice, in the day of Chriſt, that, I have not 
run in vain, neither, labour'd in vain.” Many 
are the arguments, by which this duty might be 
recommended, ſome of which are ſuggeſted in the 
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toregoing verſe, and, in the text itſelt; but, as 
5, time would fail me,“ was I to enter on them, 
I ſhall confine; myſelf, - to that conſideratign, 
which is preſented to view, in this laſt part of the 
paſſage, that“ (ſays the apoſtle)" I may re- 
Jjoice, in the day of Chriſt, that, I have not 
6 run in vain, neither, labour'd in vain.“ Before 
I attend to the particular diſcuſſion. of this 
Important conſideration, I ſhall juſt mention this 
one thing, that, it will be conſider'd by me, not 
with a view to the apoſtle only, by whom it was. 
wrote, but, as applicable to every other miniſter of 
Chrilt, ro whom it may, with great propriety, be 
refer'd alſo. The firit thing -obſetvable in that 
part of the text, we are now conſidering, is a 
noble repreſentation, of a goſpel miniſter's con- 
duct, in the diſcharge, of his ſacred work. In 
Greece, where the Chriſtians, to whom the epiſtle 
before us was directed, liv'd, running, wreſt- 
ling, with other exerciſes, of the like robuſt and 
manly kind, were perform'd in public, to enter- 
tain the ſpectators, To theſe games (as thoſe 
exerciſes, were commonly. call'd) there are fre- 
quent alluſions in this epiſtle to the Philippians, 
and to theſe there is certainly a reference in the 
paſſiage we are conſidering. The expreſſion, 
* run” manifeſtly leads our thoughts to the racers, 
and, the word, © labour'd;” may, as properly, 
be applied to all the other parciculars of thoſe 
diverſions, Now, with great reaſon, may faith- 
ful miniſters be compar'd to the performers in 
thoſe games, if we conſider an end as aim'd at 
by both. The racer, (or inſtance) aim'd at 
reaching the goal, that ſo he might receive the 
reward appointed to the prrion who was ſo 
lucceisfol as to arrive at it, and, thus a faithful 
n. iniſter of the goſpel aims, I mean, as a miniſter 
aims, 


(42 
zims, at the attainment of an end 
noble end indeed! it is, not, the 
ſecular advantages, or,  emoluments 
bur, the advancement. of the divine 
promoting the nobleſt igtereſts of im ö. 
And, may faithful miniſters juſtly be compar'd to 
the perſons who engag d in the ſports alluded to, 
if we conſider an end as aim'd at by both, a re- 
ſemblance will 3 rs them, likewiſe, if 
we think on the la TY both, for 
attaining their ends. Ihe racer (that I may 
inſtance in him again) exerted every limb, wi 

c vehemence, and, {train'd every nerve, 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, while he preſs d 
* towards- the mark *,” in like manner, the 
faithful zealous miniſter of the goſpel, puts.forth 
every power, both of body and mind, in order 
to his accompliſhment of the more important end 
aim'd at by him. I am ſenſible indeed] many 
think, a miniſter's work very eaſy, that, it is a 
kind of Je employment, which requires no 

t {kill or pains, to diſcharge it; and, perhaps, 
there have been ſome, under the name of mini- 
ſters, who have, by their behaviour in the miniſtry, 
iven too great occalion, for ſuch an opinion; 
nevertheleſs, it is a certain, and unqueſtionable 
truth, that, if any man deſires the office of a 
„ biſhop,” as *©* he delires a good , an 
honourable, and uſeful, ſo he defires a great, 
a laborious, and difficult employment. Such is 
the labour of this work, that, was it not for the 
aids of ſeaſonable grace at preſent, - and, the 
delightful proſpect of future eyerlaſting glory, not 
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a man upon earth, ho ever extenſiye his natural 
abilities, or, however eminent his acquir'd furni-, 
rure, cold be A to. it's vaſt compaſs ol 

important duties, But, does the part of the 
text now before us, include, a repreſentation 
of a goſpel miniſter's conduct in his office, it 
further intimates, when fach an one's labour 
is really fuceeſsful, that, he may be ſaid not 
* to have run in vain, nor labour'd. in vain,” 
when, thoſe among whom his miniſtry is diſ- 


o 


pow þ. * hold forth the word of life,” Then 


might the racer (chat, 1 may illuſtrate this by. 
him lfkewiſe) be confider'd as unſucceſsful, when, 
tho he exerted his ſtrength, and, ſpent his ſpitits. 
in ſtretching towards x goal, he did not reach 
it; in like manner, may a miniſter of the goſpel be 
call'd unſuecefsful too, When, tho”, he puts 
himſelf out, to the very utmoſt, in the diſcharge 
of his miniſtry, thoſe among whom he performs 
it, are not made holy, in heart and life, thereby : 
On the contrary, then might the racer be caunted 


| fucceſsful, when, he arriy'd at the goal; and juſt 


ſo may a goſpel miniſter be. eſteem'd ſucceſsful, 
when, by the bleſſing of God on his miĩniſtrations, 
thoſe to whom he miniſters, are converted; make 
a public profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, in his 
churches ; and, walk becoming the folemn en- 
gagements they take on themſelves. But, more 
than this, the clauſe of the text we are now 
conſidering, implies, that, the ſucceſs of a 

oſpel miniſter's labours will give every one of 
rhis character, real and great joy, at the day 
of Chriſt. By the day of Chriſt,” in this 
paſſage, we are certainly to underſtand, that im- 
portant period which is drawing on apace, 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveal'd, from 
Heaven +,” 


(hy 
5** Heaven-f,” under the auguſt and univerſally 
Intereſting. character, of final. judge. At. that 
time, the event of every goſpel miniſter's labours 
will be apparent: at preſent, tis not eaſy to 
determine concerning it, but, at that“ day of 
revelation 4,” it will be manifeſt indeed. Ac- 
cordingly, then, the ſucceſs, with which the 
labours of every faithful diſpenſer of God's word 
have been attended, will become viſible. And 
will gol el miniſter's ſucceſs be manifeſt at that 
day ? * 2 view of it then, will give every 
one, who has a juſt claim to this character, a 
ſincere and lively joy, a joy not to be expreſs d, 
or conceiy'd, at preſent, The word render'd 
e rejoice” ." in the text, means, joy toa 
great and confiderable degree, joy attended, 
not merely with pleaſure and chearfulneſs, but, 
with exultation and triumph too, Indeed! aview 
of the ſucceſs of his labours gives a faithful mini- 
ſter joy in this world, a joy, to which that ari 
from his ' poſſeſſing the greateſt 3nd. bright 
, worldly advantages, is not, comparable; and, if 
fo, what an extafy. of delight, will one of this 
character feel, and expreſs, in that great day, 
when, the whole of his ſucceſs will'ſtand full be- 
fore him] He will rejoice in it, for various com- 
henſive, ' and weighty reaſons. One ca ,of 
is joy, then, will . that, the ſucceſs of his 
miniſtry proves honourable to himſelf, not only 
as it will then be feen, that, he had been an 
inſtrument, in the Redeemer's hands, of accom- 
pliſhing the, greateſt * and moſt gracious purpoſes, 
but alſo, as he will, at that day, be'acknowledg'd, 
by his infihitely glorious maſter himſelf, even in 
12 Theſl, i. 7. 1 Rom. u. 5. * aa xnpa. 
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the preſence of that vaſt multitude of men and 
angels which ſhall then be collected, yea, ad- 
vanc'd by him to the poſſeſſion of that diſtinguiſh 
ed happineſs, which ſhall undoubtedly be beſtow'd 
on ſuch; (I fay) undoubtedly, for, we are exp 
aſſur d, that, ** they that be wiſe”, (or, as in the 
margent of your Bibles, they that be teachers”) 
„ ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
and, they that turn many to, righteouſneſs, as 

e the ſtars for ever and ever*,” i. e. (that, I ma 
briefly expreſs the meaning of this gloriqus 


"animating promiſe) all faithful miniſters of the 


goſpel ſhall be for ever adorn'd with a ſteady glo- 
Ty, and thoſe among them, who have been pe- 
culiarly uſeful, in advancing the kingdom of their 


divine maſter, ſhall as eternally be ſeen with a 


more than common degree of brilliancy and luſtre. 
Again, another * of the delight I am ſpeak- 

ing of, will be, that, a ſucceſsful miniſtry termi- 
nates in the ady of thoſe towards whom it 
has been accompany'd with a bleſſing. Does it 
give a faithtul miniſter the greateſt delight, he 
eels in this world, to ſee thoſe who attend his 
miniſtrations, give evidence, that, they are real, 
eſtabliſh'd, and lively Chriſtians, by their ſteady ad- 


. herence to the doctrines and duties of the goſpel 


of Chriſt, even amidſt the imperfections of the 
preſent ſtate; what heart can conceive, what 
tongue can expreſs the rapture, with which he 
ſhall behold them, at the right hand of the 


Judge, in the laſt day, completely holy, and, juſt 
ready to riſe, with their exalted Redeemer, to 
take poſſeſſion of the promis'd glory. But one 


thing more muſt be added, as to the ſubject be- 


* Dan, Xii. 3. a 
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fore us, and, that is, that, a goſpel miniſter's joy, 
on beholding the ſucceſs. of his miniſtry, at the 
day of Chriſt, will chiefly ariſe from the view he 


will then have, that, ſuch ſucceſs advances the 


pear 
the goſpel miniſtry is fully manifeſted, ſince, then, 
the Dieting love of — father, the redeemi 
ce of the Son, and, the efficacious influence 
holy Spirit, will be difplay'd, in their re- 
2 glories, as lying at the foundation of that 
ucceſs, And, now, ſurely, what the apoſtle men- 
tions, in that part of the text which I have juſt 
gone over, may well be confider'd in the light 
in which he places it, as a ſufficient reaſon, wh 
the churches of Chriſt ſhould, in all the ways whi 
have been inſiſted on, hold forth the word of 
*© life.” Will ſuch a diſpoſition and behaviour, 
animate the jay of a faithful miniſter, at the laſt 
day, when, to feel a genuine, well. grounded de- 
light, will be of the utmoſt moment, ſurely, it 
becomes all, among whom he diſpenſes the word 
and ordinances, aſiduouſly to cultivate that temper 
and conduct, which will be productive of this joy. 
Not to mention other conſiderations, from whence 
this would appear, mit me to ſay, common 
itude certainly nds it. What! ſhall 2 
faithful miniſter of the goſpel deny himſelt thoſe 
ſecular advantages, which he has equal reaſon, 
with others, to expect, did he make them the ob- 
jects of his purſuit ; ſhall he exert himſelf, to the 
utmoſt, that, thoſe among whom he labours, may 
be eternally ſaved, employ his time, uſe his ta- 
lents, conſume his ſtrength, and, impair his ſpi- 
rits, with this truly benevolent, and noble view; 


ſhall he (I ay) do all theſe things, and, yer, thoſe 
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with regard to whoſe moſt impartant intereſts, 
he — acts in this engaging manner, be 
unconcern'd about giving him true joy, here or 
hereafter; ſurely ! the temper and behaviour of 
ſuch perſons in this reſpect, muſt, whatever figure 


they make among others, or how highly ſoever they 


think of themſelves, be juſtly chargeable with real 
meanneſs, and baſe ingratitude. Thus I have ſet be. 
fore you, the very proper and cogent argument, by 
which the apoftle enforces the duty enjoin'd in 
the text, as it is expreſs'd in the laſt clauſe of 
the words, © that I may rejoice, in the day of Chriſt, 
< that, I haye not run in vain, neither, labour'd 
* in vain.” And ſo have attended to the whole 
I propos'd, from the paſſage before us; I ſhall 
now conclude this diſcourſe, with an hint, or 


two, which will lead, if God bleſs it, to a due 


improvement of what has been ſaid. And, 
Iſt. How great a bleſſing are the ehurches of 
Chriſt to our world ! Does not every one acknow- 
ledge, that, whatever conveys light, in this part 
of the creation, is to be valu'd; and, is this a 
particular in which all agree? then certainly, the 
churches of Chriſt ſhould be highly eſteem'd ; 
fince, by means of them, the nobleſt, even, ſpi- 
ritual and divine light, is diffus'd among men, 
Let us be thankful, that, ſo many of theſe fa- 
cred incloſures are in the part of the world, 
where we live, and, tho“ ſome of them may not 
be at all, reſpectable, on ſecular accounts, and, 
accordingly,” are overlook d, and deſpis'd by the 
world in genera}, yea, too much flighted, even 
by ſome profeſſors in the preſent age of prevail- 
ing diſſipation, let us entertain, and expreſs, a rea} 
and PE 12s affection for them. The infinitely 
glorious Majeſty of heaven and earth, has repeat- 
edly diſcover'd a peculiar regard for the _— 
0 


, ES 
of his ſon, let us all, in this reſpect, follow his 
bleſſed and 7051 example. Let us reſolutely 


ſtand at a diſtance from every principle and prac - 
tice, (by whomſoever recommended) which has a 
natural tendency.to extinguiſh or leſſen our eſteem. 

for theſe ſpiritual communities; and, on the con- 
trary, let us a8 zcalouſly eſpouſe thoſe ſentiments 
and actions, (how few ſocver appear on their behalf) 
which are plainly calculated to continue and height - 
en our regards for them, by placing them in that 
truly worthy and reſpectable light. in which they, 
are plac'd in the word of God. But, * 


IIdly. How fad is it, when any ſocieties, which. 


bear the name of chriſtian churches, neglect the 
duty commanded in the text! It is poſſible, that, a 
community, which goes under this hononrable 
character, may be criminal, greatly criminal, in 
this reſpect. Such a body may become indifferent. 
as to purity of doctrine, or ſtrictneſs of diſcipline, 
and, the members of it, may be, many of 
them at leaſt, careleſs, if not licentious, in- 
their perſonal behaviour; yea, ſuch a ſociety, inſtead 
of holding forth truth and holineſs, may exhibit 
error and ſin, to the world. Now, this, where- 
ever it takes place, is truly lamentable: hereby, 
the great head of the church is diſhonour'd ; the. 
perſons themſelves, who compoſe ſuch a commu» 
nity, are greatly injur'd; and, much miſchief is 
done among men in general. Whenever, then, 
ſo melanchoiy an object preſents itſelf to us, it 
ſhould fill us, with fincere and deep concern; a 
concern to be expreſs'd, on every proper oppor - 
tunity, by the language of our lips, 'yea, by 
correſpondent actions in our lives too. And, are 
theſe things ſo? Then, | 

IIIdly. 
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Itfdly. and laſtly, How ſollicitous ſhould 


ye, 
in 
the ſolemn buſineſs of this day, be, to perform 
the duty, on which I have been inſiſting! Te, 
Sirs, w 24 have not places at the ſacra- 
mental table, ſtatedly attend the worſhip of 


God here, ſhould conſider, that, ye have 4 


concern in what has now been dellver'd. It is 
incumbent on you, to hold forth the word of 
* 1 N yourſelves, on behalf of the 

regular iniſtration of the divine word and 
ordinances, in this place. Ye have done gene- 
rouſly hitherto, (I mention it thus publickly to 
your honour) perſevere, in the ſame laudable 
conduct, with conſtancy, integrity, and, chear- 
fulneſs. If you have any juſt regard, for - 
own eternal intereſt, or that of your families; 
ſurely! ye cannot be indifferent, whether, the 
« word of life, that grand inſtrument, in the 
hand of God, for the ſalvation of men, be held 
« forth,” or not, among you. May God expreſs 
his approbation, of the encouragement, you have 


given, or, hereafter ſhall give, to the adminiſtra- 


tion of his word and inſtitutions here, by m 

them the means, of ſpiritual bleſſings, to you 
and 9 9 Ye, my brethren, who are members 
of the church, that ſtatedly meets for worſhip, 
within theſe walls; ye, (I fay) ſhould be parti- 
eularly concern'd, to comply with the command, 
I have now been infiſting on. The church of 
Chrift at Hertford, has, for many years, main- 
tain'd a conſiderable reputation, among the 
churches of Chrift, for it's ſtedfaſt adherence, to 
the faith, order, and, holineſs, of the golpel, 
take heed, therefore, that, ye continue to ſupport 
this truly honourable and important _—_ 


649 

for time to come, conſtantly remembering, that, 
the true glory of a church of Chriſt, conſiſts, 
not, in the number, or, wealth, of it's members, 
but, in it's firm attachment to the doctrines, and, 
duties of the word of God. Eſpecially, let me 
beſeech you, to exemplify, in your practice, what 
that word enjoins, on all the churches of Chriſt, 
towards. their paſtors, in your behaviour towards 
him, who has this day publickly taken the paſto- 
ral charge among you. Eſteem him; ſpeak re- 
ſpectfully of him; carry yourſelves becomingly 
towards him; chearfully contribute to his ſupport; 
attend his miniſtry, with care, and, conſtancy ; 
and, above all, be frequent and fervent in 
—_ ta God for him. And, now, reverend 
ir, this day publickly ſettled among this 

people, permit me to ſuggeſt a few words to 
you; words which I hope you will conſider, not 
as the dictates of an uſurp'd authority, but, as 
the expreſſion of an affectionate concern, for your's 
and this church's real welfare. As, thoſe among 
whom you labour, are ta “ hold forth the word 
* of life,” let it be your care, to be found conſtant, 
in the faithful, diligent, and, zealous perform- 
ance. of this duty, likewiſe, You immediately 
ſucceed one, whoſe honourable character it cer- 
tainly was, that, he was immoveably ſtedfaſt, in 
the faith and holineſs, of the goſpel, the truly 
reverend Mr. John Saunders, it will therefore be 
peculiarly diſgraceful to his immediate ſucceſſor, 
ſhould he be unſteady, and, wavering, as to theſe 
great things. Abide then, Sir, by every truth 
which God's word reveals, with intrepid reſolu- 
tion; preſide, in the diſcipline of God's houſe, 
with a zeal, directed by knowledge, and, tem- 
per'd with meekneſs; and, be ſure to enforce, 
whatever 
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whatever you inculcate, with a example; 
that, ſo thoſe among whom you labour, may not 
only hear the word of God recommended from 
your lips, but, behold it urg'd upon them, by 
the exemplary holineſs of your life alſo. Thus 
may you hope, by divine grace, to be truly uſe-- 
ful, in the preſent ſtate, and, have increaſing 
evidence, that, thro* the mercy of God, and, the 
merit of the Redeemer, you ſhall ſhare, in thoſe 
peculiar honours, with which, all the faithful 
miniſters of the Lord Jeſus, ſhall certainly be 


recompens'd, at his ſecond coming. 
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